Rebuke. 11th October 2009

HomeGroup Notes

Do come along to Sunday evenings in St Francis 7.30-9pm on Listening to God. Last time we began to listen in quiet to God for ourselves. Home work for that was to spend 10mins per day in silence! And to read Acts over this month.
Welcome:

Who’s ever been to Caesarea Philippi? Who wants to come on the next pilgrimage with me? (2011?)

Worship: Psalm 57.

Word

1. Read Mark 8.27-38

2. Can anyone remember anything James said?

3. Recap: What does it mean to Recognise? To Repent? 

4. Any tips that you can give someone who’s finding it hard to receive forgiveness?

5. What’s going on in Peter that he should speak like this to his rabbi! His messiah! 

6. What’s does Jesus see that leads Him to utter His prayer? (or Using the 4 Rs what’s going on in vs 33?)

7. Why do we take whispering lies to heart so quickly? How do we stop them doing their damage?

8. I didn’t really preach on vs 34-38. a normal sermon on this passage might talk about bold evangelism and that’s good but what if it also had something to teach us about this sort of prayer. What would be the message then?

9. What’s the next R? there’s only two more left.

10. Thank you for the feedback, you can see how it fed into the first page of this sermon. Please do feedback more either in terms of questions or dead ends that you came too. Its helpful to me

Works: 

Prayer for each other and seek out practical ways to lighten each other’s load.
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When Lucy & I were in Las Vegas in June, we got lost looking for somewhere nice to eat. All the eateries are inside the gambling casinos and so we wandered around looking for somewhere nice to eat. We didn’t realise but we walked out of one casino and into another. I didn’t really notice anything but Lucy immediately felt very uncomfortable inside and said Lets get out of here. And we turned around and went back to a slightly more family friendly den of iniquity.

Jesus has taken his disciples up to the far north of Israel to Caesarea Philippi – but he only goes to the villages near it. Caesarea Philippi itself was a huge den of iniquity and something that any Jew or for that matter god-fearing gentile, would feel extremely uncomfortable being there. There would have been rows of shrines to different gods, temple prostitutes abound. It’s not a nice place.

Jesus takes his disciples close to this place and asks Who do you say I am? 

Jesus is no doubt visiting these villages and telling them that the Kingdom of God is here and as part of his teaching he is also healing people and driving out demons.  Jesus starts off by asking the more gentle and general question. Who do people say I am? What’s the gossip about me? And then he asks the more punchy question – that’s all very interesting but what about you, who do you say I am?

Some of you know what the right answer is to this question. But Jesus isn’t looking out for the right answer he is looking to see what that answer actually means to you.

You ask a man who this woman is and he says She is my wife. You push him a little and he says She is my north, my south, my east, my west – or something romantic like that. It’s not a question that is looking for a label or for the right answer; it’s a question that draws more out of you.  
Peter says You are the Messiah. Just for a short moment try to appreciate the fact that Peter and all his fellow Jews have been waiting for God to answer this particular prayer for over 700 years since Isaiah first prophesied about the Messiah. Since then the pain and the struggles that they have been through has led them to pray for a Messiah to come and save them. So it’s really enormous for Peter to get these words out of his mouth – its just enormous.

The same is true for us, when it’s your turn to answer this question what will you answer: Who do you say I am? The way that you answer that question will show to God – not merely that you know what the right answer is – but who Jesus really is to you.

Jesus is so precious to Peter that when Jesus starts to talk about some of the prophecies of Isaiah – that the suffering servant would be innocent and yet would be handed over, beaten, killed, killed alongside thieves and buried in a rich man’s grave. And somehow through all this the punishment that is due to us, is laid on Jesus, and so by His wounds, we find that we are healed, reconciled to God.

But Peter only hears the beginning of this and of course it seems absurd that finally a saviour has arrived and He’s no sooner here than He’s going to be killed and be gone. That makes no sense to Peter at all – 

Maybe inside of Peter is flushed up a huge amount of insecurity. How should Peter deal with this?

Well if you’ve been listening so far to this sermon series then the first thing you need to do is to Recognise what’s going on in you. You’re having a big emotional reaction and you’re letting it control you and your response. 

Peter isn’t reacting to what Jesus is saying, he is reacting to this deep seated fear and insecurity and needs that he has. He is proud to be on the Jesus Team but he can see all that disappearing. All this is tearing through Peter’s mind and all he knows is that he has to stop Jesus.

I hope that that sounds crazy to you but I don’t think that Peter would have found it a crazy line of thought. He rebukes Jesus. Which when you think about it sounds unbelievable. To rebuke your rabbi would be unbelievable but to rebuke your saviour! 

It’s not easy but Peter needs to recognise what is going on inside of himself, recognise that he is being pushed around by old wounds and fears and insecurities and his desire for a safe and controllable life.

And then he needs to utter a quick and quiet prayer of Repentance – I’m sorry Lord that I’m letting these feelings get the better of me, I’m sorry that I’m using them as an excuse to get all angry and fired up and make it look like I’m being righteous and clever. 

It might be that these insecurities go really quite deep – last week I talked about strongholds – deep seated source of attitudes and emotions and out these places ride all sorts of temptations and feelings that would try to push us around. 

Sometimes I’m not sure that Stronghold is quite the right word for it, I think that the language of Wounds can be more fitting. Where someone has been wounded in the past, made to feel small, left alone and as a result they’ve had to be unduly strong and independent and the result is a life built out of a wound of insecurity. It has shaped who you have come to be. 

But, if you remember rightly it is not the deepest truth about you. Yes we’re all a bit insecure, and for some of us it affects us more than others and drives our ambitions and how we think and speak about ourselves. But it’s not the deepest truth about who you are.

The deepest truth about who you are is that you have been created by God, made in His image, for a purpose. To those who received Him, He gave the right to become children born of God. So you are a child of God. And if you’re at all familiar with Pentecost, add to these truths, the wonderful presence of His Holy Spirit at work in your soul. That’s the truth about you. 

These fears and insecurities, the anger and the control, the pride or feelings of inadequacy that bubble up – they’re not the you that God has made you to be.

So Peter should have recognised what’s going on in side. Repented of listening to the lies – you’re not repenting of the lies being whispered to you – we’re coming to what to do about them – you are repenting of the time wasted listening to the lies, of the allowing those lies to motivate and control how you deal with the situation in hand. 

Recognise, Repent and now Peter needs to Receive forgiveness for his part in this.

Repenting is hugely cathartic and to be recommended. 

Receiving forgiveness is so difficult and unnatural for us but if you can learn to receive forgiveness from God, if we can learn to forgive ourselves – then the healing is so much the deeper and more wholesome.

Last week I set you the homework of Receiving Forgiveness. Someone came up to me after the service and said Thank you for the homework, I’m going to work really hard on forgiving other people this week. 

And I thought, well bless you child because that’s a tough bit of homework too but It’s not what I set. The homework was to receive forgiveness for yourself and I wonder if that is even harder than forgiving other people. 

Perhaps if  Peter had received forgiveness, then he would be in a position to do something about the lies that are being whispered to him, and that is Rebuke. Peter’s next step is to Rebuke all that is bubbling up in him and to say Look this is not who I really am, you are not part of who I want to be, I’m no longer listening to you, so be gone. 

This only makes sense if you have a good answer to the question Who do you say that I am? Because how you answer the question shows not merely what you think about Jesus but it also shows what you think about yourself and your relationship to Jesus.  If you believe Jesus to be a good teacher, then that’s great but all he can do for you then is to teach you. He cannot save you, He cannot forgive you, if you don’t want Him to be your saviour that’s fine, but He is your saviour if you will let Him, if you will believe Him. 

What I’m trying to say is that Rebuking the Lies that you hear sounds more plausible and is more powerful when you know that actually you do have the power and the authority to pray that prayer.

When you know that you are made in the image of God, that you have received your saviour, that you are a child of God, part of the family and filled with His Holy Spirit, when you have cleaned the slate albeit for the moment and received his forgiveness. 

Then you know that you have the power and the authority to speak to the spirit of fear that’s welling up in you and say You have no business here, in the name of Jesus, be gone, Go to the feet of Jesus and await His judgement. 

Jesus called the twelve and gave them authority to over unclean spirits. (Mark6.7). It’s important to understand that this isn’t a skill that they have because they’re extra brilliant or extra worthy but because Jesus has given it to them. It’s like being given a screwdriver – now you have the tool to do the work.

 It’s like being given permission to drive your dad’s car! Now that you have the authority to do this, well, you can do it! Let’s stay with the Dad’s car metaphor a bit longer. Is it dependent upon how good you are or have been? No, its Dad’s choice and either he let you drive the car or he didn’t. it probably helped that he thought you were safe and trustworthy – but in that case if he has given you permission then that ought to spur you on all the more to show your Dad that you are safe and trustworthy. 

I remember a time when I was reversing my mother’s car. I dented a rear panel. I was upset, mum was upset. I chose not to drive the car for a bit. But she wanted me to get back behind the wheel again. So I have the permission to drive her car. All I need now is to practice some more. 

Jesus has given to you and to me His authority to rebuke a spirit of fear or anger or what have you. It helps if we can believe that we do in fact have this authority. And it helps if we can do the Recognising, Repenting, Receiving before we do the Rebuking. But it works.

You do have this authority, Jesus does it give it to you. He does not wait until you are a completely perfect saint. He says we have the authority to go ahead and do this. Now we can expect some spiritual equivalent of kangaroo petrol along the way as we start out doing this, but then we’re still getting the hang of repenting and we’re not always sure if we’re allowed to receive forgiveness.

The good news is that you are allowed to receive forgiveness – it is the gift of God, receive it as a gift, not because you are ready for it, worthy of it and so on, but because God loves to give gifts. So take that as your homework again. To learn to receive forgiveness. 

But add to it another bit of homework – learning to Rebuke whatever thoughts or temptations come your way. You have no business here, in the name of Jesus, be gone, Go to the feet of Jesus and await His judgement. 

A lot of this feeds into a creed – into what you are choosing to believe about yourself. And it is hidden in the answer that you give to Jesus’ question – who do you say I am? 

Of course you say: You are the Christ. Well done correct answer and what does that mean? For Peter it meant that he had to protect Jesus from Himself being hurt – wrong answer, however well meant.

Peter should have rebuked his reaction and then said to Jesus, Okay, that makes no sense, how can I help? If that’s really what you think God’s will is, and if anyone knows you should know, then I’m with you, count me in, how can I help?  Amen.
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